need the temperament of the Miller of the Dee as well as the energy of Hercules to carry out this work, for most contributors are hospital colleagues or close friends of the editors. Among the ballast that would be better overboard are the paragraphs written at the start of a subject, before the author's mental wheels have properly got going. During this literary warming up even the best mental machines turn out heavy pieces of scrap. Here is Professor Alstead getting started on 'The Management of Old People in Hospital': 'The function of the hospital in relation to the elderly infirm cannot be discussed fully here. There is however a growing realization of the need for a positive and constructive policy to deal with the disabilities of old people, and a wider appreciation of some of the difficulties of medical practice among patients who no longer enjoy a sense of security within the social structure of the community. Such considerations have also profoundly affected current medical and administrative policy...' &c, &c.
Overboard please!
Here is another bit of old iron, worked in the traditional patternthe opening paragraph of the section on migraine (p 873): The appearance of the second and enlarged edition of this book so soon after the first is testimony to its usefulness for clinicians and immunologists. It covers a field of medicine which is growing rapidly in interest, mainly because of increasing evidence for the participation of immunological mechanisms in the pathogenesis of various common inflammatory diseases. In its wide coverage of both clinical and experimental observations, this volume has no counterpart in English, and it will probably remain for some years to come as the most extensive single source of information on the possible association of auto-antibodies with human diseases.
The present edition is the combined work of 23 collaborators, though the two editors, Miescher and Vorlaender, have taken a disproportionately large share in the preparation of the text. It begins with a brief but masterly survey of the principles of modern immunology by Grabar. But the two main sections of the book are those on immunohematology and on the immunopathology of various inflammatory organ diseases of man and their possible replication in experimental animals. In the former, not only are the relevant varieties of haemolytic anemia fully treated, but long subsections also deal with the various forms of immunologically-induced leucopenia and thrombocytopenia. In the latter section are considered seriatim the possible participation of auto-antibodies in the pathogenesis of certain diseases of the thyroid gland, the kidneys, the eye and the liver, as well as present views on the possible allergic element in rheumatism, lupus erythematosus, encephalomyelitis, diabetes and silicosis. The volume ends with a short survey of modem views on the reactions induced by the transplantation of tissues and organs.
As is to be expected from these distinguished collaborators, this volume is a fine compendium of present-day ideas in immunopathology. That this edition has been substantially revised and enlarged can be seen from its greater length, newly-added contributors, and the many additional references (now happily set out with the full title of the paper added) in the extensive bibliographies which follow each chapter.
Protein Biosynthesis
A symposium held at Wassenaar, August 29 -September 2, 1960, under the auspices of UNESCO and the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences edited by R J C Harris pp xii+409 illustrated 95s
London: Academic Press 1961 The introduction of new techniques invariably leads to almost explosive outbursts of research in many subjects. This has been particularly true of protein biochemistry during the past few years. The use of the electron microscope together with the development of procedures for the fractionation of subcellular components has focused attention on the possible sites of protein synthesis in the cell. The refinement of chromatographic methods for the separation of amino acids and peptides and the availability of radioactively labelled metabolic intermediates has stimulated numerous studies on the mechanism of protein biosynthesis. Scientists trained in many different
